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pies of right and wrong ? If so, it must be re-
jected as at variance with the best interests of
man ; but the reverse is the precise fact. It
condemns all iniquity, reprobates ail dishonesty,
applauds all virtue, and clearly discriminates
between things that dignify and degrade human
character. Truth as opposed to falsehood, jus-
tice as opposed to injustice, integrity as oppos-
ed to treachery, patience as opposed to passion,
virtue as opposed to licentiousness, temperance
as opposed to excess, sobriety as opposed to
drunkenness, charity as opposed to selfishness,
propriety as opposed to looseness, piety as oppos-
ed to irreligion, notoriously are set forth in the
Gospel as the bright ornaments of a life accepta-
ble to God ; while the entire duty of man is
summarized in a rule of universal application,
and of marvellous comprehension: "As ye would
that men should do to you, do ye even so to
them/' Did these principles prevail all over the
world, even the infidel will acknowledge that
earth would bloom perpetually with the growths
of heaven. Nobody can find fault here.

5. Does the Gospel fail to enlighten men about
the future, respecting which universal conscience
is most anxious? Does it say that the present
world limits human existence, or to live well is to
make the most of sensuous enjoyment, since death
is the last of us, and the grave the eternal home
of the dead ? Does it speak in Delphic oracles to
the inquiring soul of man on this most important
subject? If so, it would have little claim to his
regard, and few would be found willing to choose